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Eurosurveillance, Volume 20, Issue 4, 29 January 2015

Rapid communications

START OF THE 2014/15 INFLUENZA SEASON IN EUROPE: DRIFTED INFLUENZA A(H3N2)
VIRUSES CIRCULATE AS DOMINANT SUBTYPE

E Broberg ( eeva broberg@ aeu)' R Snacken', C Adihoch' J Beauté', M Galinska?, D Pereyasiov’, C
Brown?, P Penttinen', on behalf of the WHO European Region and the European Influenza Surveillance Network®

ecdc eun

1. European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECOC), Stockholm, Sweden
2. World Health Organization (WHO) Regional Office for Europe, Copenhagen, Denmark
3. The members of the network are listed at the end of the article

Citation style for this article: Broberg E, Snacken R, Ad Beausé J, Galinska M, Pereyasior 0, Brown C, Pentiinen P, on
behalf of the WHO European Region and the European Influenza Surveillance Network. Start of the 2014/18 influenza
Europe: drifled influenza ABHINZ) viruses cieculate as dominant sublype. Euro Surveill 2015.20(4)pil=21023. Avaitable online:

Articleld=21023

it //waw eurosurveillance orgViewArticle a3

Date of submission: 22 January 2015

The influenza season 2014/15 started in Europe in week 50 2014 with influenza A(H3N2) viruses predominating.
The majority of the A(HIN2) viruses characterised antigenically andior genetically differ from the northern
hemisphere vaccine component which may result in reduced vaccine effectiveness for the season. We therefore
anticipate that this season may be more severe than the 2013/14 season. "CBMU Influenza with antivirals in
addition to prevention with vaccination will be important.
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Figure 4. Rate of ILl reported from sentinel GP surveillance systems, Australia, 1 January 2011 to 16 August 2015, by
week.
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New Zealand —influenza like lliness
1Ll through sentinel surveillance was reported from 18 out of 20 District Health Boards resulting in a
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